Treatment of atrial fibrillation.
Atrial fibrillation is a very common arrhythmia and frequently seen by general practitioners. Its rational management entails careful consideration of the goals of therapy. These differ from patient to patient and may include control of ventricular rate, conversion to and maintenance of sinus rhythm and prophylaxis against thromboembolism. This article will focus on the various therapeutic agents available for achieving these aims and will attempt to provide some guidance through what has become a confusing maze of potential therapeutic strategies.